
 



 

Thank you for purchasing plans for the Homeless Emergency Shelter. 

  

When I published a video of this shelter a while ago I had no idea it would gain so much notoriety. 

 I had many requests for build plans, but before making them I wanted to test out how long the Coroplast sheets would last when 

left fully exposed to outdoor elements. Nearly four years have passed and I can still give it a good punch without any damage. So I 

figured it was time.  

   I live in the Pacific Northwest, where the temperature is moderate. It snows some, rains quite a bit and lately the summers are 

dry and hot, but, If you live in a hot, dry climate I would caution leaving the shelter exposed to direct sunlight for too long.   

   I originally touted this shelter was made with four sheets, but five sheets will get you the Visor, overhead shelf and water/trash 

can holder.  

    Here in America you can purchase a 10 pack of white 4x8 4mm thick fluted plastic from Home Depot. Just today I purchased a 

10 pack through their online store. It will be delivered to my nearest Home Depot in a week or two. Total cost was under $120. 

That’s a smoking deal. This is more than enough material for two structures. 

Another alternative is plastic supply stores and sign shops. This material is mainly used for outdoor campaign signs, so you might 

be able to pick up a few sheets at your local sign shop. 

    I discovered later that Walmart carries dark gray 2” wide UV protected Duct tape. There are now other places that carry UV 

protected tape. You’ll just have to shop around.  

    You can also opt to use silicone caulking to seal up each zip tie hole and the flute ends on the roof and wall bottoms that make 

contact with the ground. I learned that soil and little critters crawl up the flutes after time, so it’s best to seal them.  

    The 8” long cable zip ties you can find at your local hardware store or big box home improvement store in the electrical section.  

    I use a retractable utility (razor) knife to cut the material, and wire snips to clip the zip tie ends.  

    I changed how you join the roof panels together. I now recommend just taping the two sheets together. It works.  



    I show how to make a ‘V’ groove when making a smooth exterior right angle bend, used on the selves, but be careful when 

making these cuts. You do not want to go through both layers, just the one. Practice on some scrap pieces first.  

     I later cut a 10” x 10” flap on the rear wall for cross ventilation. I placed it on the opposite side of where I sit against the wall. I 

include a few photos of this improvement. 

 On some aspects the design can definitely be improved.  

 You might add a double rear wall with a sliding pocket window, similar to what’s on the door.  

    You can also add a visor on the rear wall to keep rain and direct sunlight from entering the window.  

    I show a picture of my Nomad Bicycle Camper, which has a similar configuration, where I added small side windows in the arc. 

Feel free to experiment.  

You can add grommets in each interior corner for tent spikes enabling the structure to be secured to the ground.  

    The hardware I used can be substituted for something more to your liking. To do it again I’d use a trailer storage hatch lock 

instead of an exterior hasp lock. This way you can still lock it up when you leave and no one can lock you inside while you’re 

sleeping. 

 

    If after looking over these plans you find yourself scratching your head in confusion, feel free to Email me at:  

paulwelkins@yahoo.com 

 

Good luck and if you like, Email me pictures when you’re done. 

  

mailto:paulwelkins@yahoo.com


 



 



 



  



  



  



 



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 



  



 


